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Ports/Shipping: Doug Wheeler serves as President of the Florida Ports Council (FPC), a nonprofit corporation that 
serves as the professional association for Florida’s fourteen deepwater seaports and their management. The FPC provides 
leadership, advocacy and information on seaport-related issues before the Legislative and Executive Branches of State and 
Federal Government. Wheeler has more than fifteen years of governmental affairs and association leadership at both the 
state and federal levels, where he held previous positions with Associated Builders and Contractors, and more recently, 
the Florida Chamber of Commerce, where he served as Vice President of Grassroots Advocacy and Political Action 
Development. Under Wheeler’s leadership and management of Florida’s largest federation of businesses, associations, 
and local chamber of commerce – encompassing more than 139,000 grassroots members, the Chamber worked 
aggressively and effectively to represent the interests of business in Florida. Wheeler was also previously with Associated 
Builders and Contractors (ABC) for nearly six years, serving as the Southeast Political Manager covering seven 
southeastern states. He worked closely with ABC chapters and members on all areas of political affairs at the federal 
level, including candidate outreach, PAC fundraising, lobbying and grassroots efforts. Before joining ABC, he was the 
Governmental Affairs firm of Watson, Daley and Gosnell, located in Tallahassee. He has also worked for the Florida 
House of Representatives during five Legislative Sessions and the Republican Party of Florida during the 1994 elections. 
Wheeler graduated from Florida State University with a degree in Political Science, with an emphasis in Public 
Communications. 
 
Cruiselines: Bob Sharak, executive vice president of marketing and distribution for the nonprofit Cruise Lines 
International Association (CLIA), is charged with furthering the association’s strategic promotional goals and objectives 
and serving the needs of its over 16,000 travel agency members and the world’s 25 major cruise lines, which collectively 
represent 97 percent of the cruise capacity marketed in North America. Sharak, who joined CLIA in March 1993, directs 
all consumer and trade marketing efforts and promotional initiatives, including the association’s annual cruise3sixty 
travel agent conference and trade show, Web site development (www.cruising.org), advertising and E-marketing, 
collateral production, CLIA’s annual National Cruise Vacation Month and World’s Largest Cruise Night campaigns. In 
addition, he manages industry alliances and partnerships, and spearheads CLIA’s travel agency membership programs, 
including its portfolio of gold-standard training programs. Prior to entering the nonprofit arena, Sharak held senior 
marketing positions for several travel companies, including the Hertz Corporation, the Trump Organization, 
PeopleExpress and Continental Airlines. Sharak graduated from Kent State University in 1980, with a Bachelor’s degree 
in marketing. 
 
Recreational Fishing: Mark Robson has been the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries Management for the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) since August 2003.  The Division employs 30 staff and is 
responsible for the management and regulatory programs relating to marine fish, invertebrates and other marine life.  The 
Division reviews science and public input and makes recommendations to the seven-member Commission.  Additionally, 
the division supports agency efforts to protect coastal ecosystems, manages Florida’s artificial reef program, provides 
outreach and education to commercial and recreational fishing interests, and serves as the Commission liaison to federal, 
state, local, and private marine resource agencies and organizations.  Mr. Robson has served as the FWC representative to 
the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council since 2003. Mr. Robson is a native of West Palm Beach, Florida.  He has 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Maine, and a master of science in Wildlife 
Ecology from the University of Florida.  Mr. Robson’s entire professional career has been with the FWC.  He started 
working for the former Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission in 1977.  Prior to his current position Mr. 
Robson has held positions as a wildlife technician, wildlife management biologist, regional nongame wildlife biologist, 
and regional director. 
 
Economics of Restoration Activity: Laura Geselbracht is Senior Marine Scientist with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
and Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Florida Ocean Alliance. She has over twenty years of professional 
experience in the areas of environmental/conservation science, planning and policy. In her work with TNC, Ms. 
Geselbracht has headed up development of a marine site prioritization framework for Florida, the marine component of 
Florida's Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy and a marine gap assessment for Florida. Prior to this, Ms. 
Geselbracht headed up TNC’s Everglades Large-scale Conservation Area and played a key role building support for ballot 
initiatives that have contributed more than $225 million to conservation land acquisition in South Florida. Most recently, 
Ms. Geselbracht conducted a sea level rise analysis of coastal Hernando County, using the Sea Level Affecting Marshes 
Model. Ms. Geselbracht holds a master's degree in Marine Affairs from the University of Washington and a bachelor's 
degree in Aquatic Biology from the University of California, Santa Barbara.   


